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Our  Saturday  letter  from  Washington,  D.  C. ,   seems  to  be  full  of  news 
from  the  Front  this  week.     From  what  I  read,  our  Washington  reporter  has  become 
a  war  correspondent.     At  least  she  is  writing  about  the  war  that  Government 
entomologists  are  waging  against  the  country's  insect  enemies. 

But  I'm  going  to  read  the  letter  exactly  as  she  writes  it.     She  savs- 
Seems  to  me  everybody  in  these  United  States  should  be  TDroud  of  the  work 
Department  of  Agriculture  scientists  have  been  doing  in  fighting  insect  pests 
and  plant  diseases.     Last  year  thev  set  a  new  record  for  protecting  our  plants, 
xhey  carried  their  war  into  wider  and  wilder  territory  than  ever  before.  And 
they  made  a  record  also  in  destroying  the  slants  that  carry  over  disease 
snores  from  one  season  to  the  next.     Men  and  money  from  emergency  relief 
organizations  were  the  reinforcements  that  helped  the  entomologists  carry  on 
their  three-fold  battle  plan:     first,  quarantine  to  storj  or  retard  the  spread 
oi  pests;  second,  control  of  pests  in  regulated  areas;  and  third,  destruction 
01  trees  or  plants  that  harbor  disease  spores. 

"The  entomologists  report  success  on  2  very  important  fronts  during 
the  past  year.  The  siege  laid  to  the  gypsy-moth  and  Japanese-beetle  forces 
has  showed  success.  Of  course,  you  have  heard  about  these  enemies  which  we 
have  been  suifermg  from  for  years.  The  gy^sy  moth  has  been  a  serious  pest 
to  trees  m  New  England,  and,  more  recently,  parts  of  New  York,  New  Jersey, 

tZ  ^t^J^  J~&  b6etle  ^  V°raCi0US  inS6Ct  that  ™eS 


were  ahl ll  7*  COrresPondent •  "Last  year  for  the  first  time  the  entomologists 
find  ™t  S°me  SC0Utin£  in  tne  territory  surrounding  the  enemy  country  to 

W'rp  V      gypS7  rn°thS  Were  sPreadinS-     You  can  imagine  how  cheered  they 

the  All?    T  !,lgn       m°thS  in  thiS  teI"ritory.     And  for  the  first  time  since 
the  m«™\°?    f        quarantine  was  established,  they  did  not  have  to  increase 
That  Zl  T:1Uu    area*     BUt  °ne  °1A  inSect  eneW  made  some  advances  last  year. 

ZrZtlrl  ?  Me^Can  fruit  f^     Entomologists  had  to  enlarge  the  area  under 
quarantine  for  this  insect." 

beenu.in5  I™  corresPondent  saYs.  quarantine  is  one  method  the  Government  has 
method S^V°  Prevent  spread  of  insects  and  diseases  of  plants.  Another 

insect,     7      7l?S         the  WiM  plants  that  Provide  food  for  certain  dangerous 
cotton  Plan^f      V        3  ****  h*S  been  shelterin£  a  P^lic  enemy  is  the  wild 
n  plant  of  the  Soutneast.    The  pink  bollworm  has  been  the  villain  harbored. 
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Our  correspondent  goes  on  to  say:     'Tour  years  ago  a  campaign  to 
destroy  the  wild  cotton  in  southern  Florida  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
pink  bollworm  to  the  main  Cotton  Belt  started.     Last  year  work  progressed 
rapidly.     Only  a  few  counties  in  northern  Florida  and  eastern  Texas  found 
new  infestations  of  this  bollworm.     No  trace  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  the 
areas  of  Florida  and  Georgia  that  were  the  original  headquarters  of  this 
dangerous  worm. " 

Other  eradication  work  of  trees  and  plants  showed  good  results  during 
the  past  year.     Says  our  correspondent:     "Of  course,  you  know  that  the  only 
way  to  get  rid  of  some  plant  diseases  is  to  destroy  all  the  growing  things 
that  are  hosts  to  disease  spores.     The  P.W.A.  and  C.C.C.  did  a  good  deal  to 
help  wage  war  by  this  means  last  year.     For  example,  they  helped  scout  the 
tri»State  area  centering  around  New  York  City  to  discover  trees  infested  with 
Dutch  elm  disease.     They  destroyed  thousands  of  diseased  trees  and  thousands 
more  in  a  dead  or  dying  condition  and  therefore  more  likely  to  take  the  disease. 
The  campaign  against  the  Dutch  elm  disease  is  still  in  progress,  of  course. 
If  it  succeeds,  the  American  elm  will  escape  the  fate  that  befell  the  American 
chestnut . 


"But  elms  are  not  the  only  trees  whose  health  the  Government  is  look- 
ing after.     The  white  pine  also  had  attention  last  year.     Pathologists  were 
able  to  protect  a  greater  acreage  of  white  pine  against  blister  rust  than  in 
any  previous  year.    They  destroyed  more  than  200  million  currant  and  goose- 
berry bushes  to  save  the  pines.     No  doubt  you  know  that  these  bushes  harbor 
the  spores  of  the  blister  rast  that  spread  the  disease  to  the  pines.  This 
work  covered  over  3  million  350  thousand  acres.     Similar  work  was  carried  on 
to  save  the  white  pines  in  our  National  Forests,  National  Parks,  and  Indian 
Reservations.     Then,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  that  destructive  disease  of 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  rye  —  the  black  stem  rust,  pathologists  surveyed 
about  18  thousand  square  miles  in  the  North  Central  grain-growing  States  and 
destroyed  about  570  thousand  of  the  rust-spreading  kind  of  barberry  bushes 
which  happen  to  be  the  necessary  host  plants  that  spread  this  disease  to  the 
grains.  " 

The  Government  did  not  forget  the  health  of  its  fruit  trees  last  year 
either.     One  sufferer  that  had  a  good  deal  of  attention  was  the  peach  tree. 
Our  correspondent  writes  that  in  the  South  entomologists  were  busy  taking  out 
trees  infected  with  the  phony  peach  disease  and  inspecting  the  environs  of 
nurseries  growing  peach  trees.    Both  Federal  and  State  workers  cooperated  in 
inspecting  and  culling  trees  infested  with  the  peach-root  borer,  the  insect 
suspected  of  carrying  the  peach  disease.     Citrus  trees  also  had  the  Govern- 
ment's fatherly  eye  on  them  last  year.     Department  of  Agriculture  men  were 
at  work  stamping  out  citrus  canker  in  the  non-commercial  areas  of  Louisiana 
and  Texas  to  prevent  its  spread  to  the  big  orchards. 

Our  correspondent  continues:     "But  that's  not  even  a  report  of  half 
the  fight.    Another  big  war- job  is  to  prevent  new  insect  enemies  from  coming 
into  this  country  by  sea,  or  sneaking  in  across  the  border.     The  number  of 
Plants  and  plant  products  that  we  import  has  been  increasing.     So  the  plant 
quarantine  inspectors  have  to  inspect  ships,  freight-cars,  and  airplanes, 
automobiles,  and  parcel  post  packages  carrying  plant  material  in  from  other 
countries.    And  that  is  a  real  job] 

"My  page  is  full.     It's  time  to  write  good-bye.     Some  day  I'll  tell 
you  more  about  the  Government's  big  fight  on  insects." 

And  that  concludes  our  Saturday  news  notes  from  Washington. 


